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PATIENT ONE STILL BREATHING

KEEP YOUR
EYES OPEN.
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PATIENT ONE STILL BREATHING

DOCTIDE / Johnny’s upstairs neighbor

EIGHT GRAND
AND YOUR MAN
STILL CAN'T GET

THROUGH A DOOR.

N,
GAM{{r BUjLp
:

Moree Vﬂo,o,,,m

000

BAD DREAM.

T'VE GOT A

FOLLOW-UP
THIS MORNING.

TELL THEM
ABOUT IT.
ALL OF IT.
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PATIENT ONE STILL BREATHING

NURSE REYES / Mercer clinical research

JOHNNY. ¥ BAD DREAMS,
HOW WAS M ERCER i‘ SN AND I COULD
CUNCAL asunes BB 8l HEAR MY NEIGHBOR |
)\ BRUSHING HIS
,  TEETH,

" YESTERDAY WAS AN
YOUR ONLY SCHEDULED e 3 MY FAVORITE
DOSE. TODAY: SAFETY DT : PART.
CHECKS AND FINAL Jc ol 7
PAYMENT.

M-17 1S MEANT TO
SEPARATE SPEECH
FROM BACKGROUND NOISE. I y
THIS IS A SAFETY =5 7 EVERYTHING

GOT LOUDER.

THAT'S SOMETHING ] \
WE NEED TO EXAMINE. s I'M NOT TAKING
WAIT HERE WHILE A \ ANYTHING ELSE.
’\ I GET THE DOCTOR. e Sl L




PATIENT ONE STILL BREATHING

MARA / Fellow trial participant

51X GRAND.

I'M SPENDING MY FEE MY DAUGHTER’S
ON A VIDEQ GAME THAT his : NEXT TERM.

: e
A QUESTIONNAIRE
STUDY GROUP. . AND A CHECK.
DID YOUR FOLLOW-UP g2 | | WAS HOPING TO LEAVE
COME WITH ANOTHER § WITH BOTH.
INJECTION? : .

; THEY TOLD ME
FORM ADDS - ‘ ANOTHER

A SECOND INTERVIEW.
DOSE. K -~

Zaa
\
BEFORE YOU SIGN.
|

COME THROUGH.

YOU READ WE'LL EXPLAIN.

ALL OF IT?
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PATIENT ONE STILL BREATHING

RESULTS BEFORE
FRIDAY’S SPONSOR
REVIEW.

T : =
WE NEED ‘ WHAT SECON q WHO TOLD
THE SECOND-DOSE e i B\ YOU THAT?
a Y , ,

THE AMENDMENT IS NOT
APPROVED, MR. VOSS.

"~ ISIGNED IT.
PROCEED, OR | FIND
SOMEONE WHO WILL.

HE SAID YOU'VE
NOT SEEN AN STAY HERE.

P\ APPROVED CHANGE. A SECOND DOSE
[ ISN'T IN THE

SCHEDULE | HAVE.

7 WAIT. YOU SAID

{ AN INTERVIEW. | DON'T

. WANT ANOTHER
INJECTION.
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PATIENT ONE STILL BREATHING

GET THE EMERGENCY KIT.
. CALL 911.

MERCER CLINICAL RESEARCH.
A PARTICIPANT COLLAPSED |
AFTER AN INJECTION.
SEND AN AMBULANCE.

B T
/VF

WE CAN ARRANGE Pl :
A PRIVATE TRANSFER. ) e 8  |'VE CALLED

AN AMBULANCE.
B GIVE THEM THE EXACT
4 DOSE AND TIME.
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PATIENT ONE

VOSS. The man who thanked me for surviving Vesper.

STILL BREATHING

THIS CONFIRMS
YOU WITNESSED

HIS AGREEMENT.

WE NEED A

CONSISTENT ACCOUNT
OF WHAT HAPPENED. /

THEN STOP
CHANGING IT.

YOU WANT ME
TO SIGN THAT HE |
AGREED? I HEARD
HIM WITHDRAW.

WE NEED TO
ASSESS YOU BEFORE
YOU LEAVE.

B SHE sAD
BOF | SHE'S LEAVING.

;'

I HEARD
WHAT HE ASKED
HER TO SIGN.

CHURCH OF PEPTIDES -« 7

g ;
T'M NOT STAYING
IN HERE WITH YOU.
L GET OUT OF THE
A DOORWAY. _

THIS DOESN'T
| CONCERN You. /




PATIENT ONE STILL BREATHING

P e
SECURITY 1S A

STOPPING PEOPLE ]
' LEAVING. SEND STDA&; ngﬁEs.
k- BOLEE. FLIGHT TO
; ‘ THE YARD.

Right hand on the rail.
One step.
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PATIENT ONE STILL BREATHING

IT'S TOO LOUD.
I CAN'T TELL WHERE
" ANYTHING IS

LOOK AT ME

THAT BLUE POST. | 18 |
WALKTOIT. /@8 1 STAY WHERE

Il 1 CAN SEE YoU.

SECURITY WOULDN'T
LET US LEAVE.

i Ll L L
H hE THE PATIENT IS INSIDE,

{118

)i @ﬂl 2 !

HE INJURED
MY SHOULDER.

ey T

p——E

WE'LL GET YOU
BOTH CHECKED.

Xis

0 .

B

(]

[ -
|

=

i
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PATIENT ONE STILL BREATHING

I

-
THE HEARIG, e/ IT'S QUIETER Y8
AS WELL. {  Now. NoT

NORMAL.

THEO DIED.
THE TEAM COULDN'T
BRING HIM BACK.

HIS DAUGHTER
HAS SOMEONE

- .l F“ p
? > N
s i HIS FAMILY IS %!
& \ BEING CONTACTED. ) !
i ] b Y l

P —
—-" GIVE ME YOUR NUMBER. Y
IF THEY TRY TO CHANGE

THE STORY, WE SHOULD
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PATIENT ONE / AFTER THE HOSPITAL

WHAT THEY PAY FOR

Theo’s fee was six thousand dollars. Theo had already
spent it in his head. Tuition. I'd spent mine on a door
a computer-generated man couldn’t open.

I didn't know his daughter's name. I knew what the next
term cost. That seemed like a strange amount to know
about a man who was dead.

By evening, the walls had stopped talking. Somewhere,
that would go into a box marked improvement.

I practiced a message to my mother on the way home.
Nothing dramatic. Just enough to stop her worrying.

I kept deleting the word fine.
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PATIENT ONE STILL BREATHING

h! YOU SAID
A QUICK FOLLOW-UP.

™,

THEO. HE WAS PAYING
HIS DAUGHTER'’S
TUITION.

I HEARD HIM SAY STOP.

FOR A SECOND, I WAITED

FOR SOMEONE ELSE TO
DO SOMETHING.

YOU DON'T KNOW
THAT YOU COULD'VE
STOPPED IT.

”/ \ DO YOU WANT
£ ME TO STAY?
-.‘\ : Home. Long day.
o GRS
=g
N
. |
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PATIENT ONE STILL BREATHING

Mara

POLICE CALLED.
I'M GIVING MY
STATEMENT TOMORROW.

MERCER’S CLOSED
PENDING INVESTIGATION.

PATIENT ONE,
BRANDT?

STILL BREATHING. §
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PATIENT ONE
STILL BREATHING

VOLUME 1 / ISSUE 1

PRESENTED BY CHURCH OF PEPTIDES

An original comic developed from the creator's characters and story
direction, with Al-assisted writing, illustration and production.

M-17 is an invented research compound. Its effects, the study, the
clinic and the misconduct portrayed here are fictional. The story is
not medical guidance or an account of a real clinical trial.

Compact digital reading edition, October 2026. Twelve illustrated
story pages, a prose interlude, cover and credits.

END OF ISSUE ONE
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